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Official (Closed)/Non-sensitive



OUTLINE

• Revised Assessment Objectives

• Exemplars of PSLE Questions

• Revised PSLE Paper Format

• PSLE Preparation Strategies
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PRIMARY SCIENCE SYLLABUS 

https://www.moe.gov.sg/-/media/files/primary/syllabus/2023-primary-science.pdf
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Life Science Physical Science 

diversity cycles systems

interactions energy
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SYLLABUS COVERAGE
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REVISED ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Assessment

Objectives

2026 PSLE Science and Foundation 

Science

AOI Knowledge with Understanding

Candidates should be able to demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding of scientific 

facts, concepts and principles 
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Science 
Example: Multiple-Choice Question
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Source: SEAB

AOI: 

Knowledge with 

Understanding



Foundation Science 
Example: Multiple-Choice Question 

Official (Closed)/Non-sensitive

Source: SEAB

AOI:

Knowledge with Understanding



Foundation Science 
Example: Structured Question 
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Source: SEAB

AOI

Knowledge with Understanding



REVISED ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Assessment

Objectives

2026 PSLE Science and Foundation 

Science

AOII Application of Knowledge and Scientific 

Inquiry 

Candidates should be able to (in words, or by using 

diagrams, tables and graphs):

a. apply scientific facts, concepts and principles

b. apply scientific inquiry which includes

•making predictions and formulating hypotheses

•interpreting and analysing information 

•evaluating observations, information and methods

•communicating explanations with reasoning
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Science 
Example: Structured Question   
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Source: SEAB

AOII

Application of knowledge and 

scientific inquiry



Foundation Science 
Exemplar: Structured Question  
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Source: SEAB

AOII:

Application of knowledge and scientific 

inquiry



WEIGHTING OF ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Assessment Objectives Weighting 

Science Foundation 

Science 

I Knowledge with 

Understanding
40% 50%

II Application of 

Knowledge and 

Scientific Inquiry

60% 50%
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PSLE PAPER FORMAT (SCIENCE) 

The examination consists of one written paper comprising two 
booklets, Booklet A and Booklet B.

Booklet Item Type Number of 

Questions

Number of 

marks per 

question 

Marks 

A Multiple-

choice 

(4 options 

provided)

30 2 60

B Structured 

Questions

10-11 2,3,4, or 5 40

• Duration of paper: 1 hour and 45 minutes

• Candidate can attempt any of the booklets first 
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PSLE PAPER FORMAT (Foundation Science) 

The examination consists of one written paper comprising two 
booklets: Booklet A and Booklet B

Booklet Item Type Number of 

Questions

Number of 

marks per 

question 

Marks 

A Multiple-choice 

(3 options 

provided)

20 2 40

B Short Response 

and Structured  

9 -11 2,3, or 4 30

• Duration of Paper: 1 hour and 15 minutes 

• Provision of word list is provided 
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Common Scientific Terms in Science Questions 

• Questions with the following terms: 

State , Identify, List, Name, Give an example 

Requires short and direct answer. No explanation is 

needed. 
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• Questions with the following terms:

Explain, Why, Describe, Infer, Conclude

Longer answers that require more details and keywords.
Involve scientific reasoning and reference to science 
concepts. 

DO NOT give one or two word answers. 



• A statement or a choice that answers 

the question.

Claim-Evidence-Reasoning (CER) Answering 
Technique
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CLAIM

• The scientific data (tables, graphs) or 

observations (diagrams) that supports 

the claim.
EVIDENCE

• The scientific concepts that connects 
evidence to the claim. Explains how 
the evidence supports the claim.

REASONING



COMMON OBSERVATIONS 
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Answers do not show the correct comparison and are 

not comprehensive.  

C
E

Common Observations

C: Material B

E: The water took the longest time to start boiling.

R: Thus, heat from the food would be lost to the surroundings slowest as it is the 

poorest conductor of heat. . 

C: Material B

E: The water took 130s to start boiling. 

R: Material B is a poor conductor of 

heat. 



Common Observations
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Answers lack precision and accuracy. 

Change the temperature of the water 

in the containers. 

Change the temperature of the water in the containers to be the same 

at first. 

Change the temperature of the water in Y and Z to 65OC.
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Not answering to the given context in the 

question. 

Electricity flows through the 

closed circuit. 

Common Observations

The metal plate touches the contact points and a closed circuit is formed. Thus, 

electricity flows through the closed circuit.  



Answering Techniques for MCQ

• Read questions carefully and study the given 

diagrams, tables or graphs. 

• Underline key words. 

• Study all the options carefully. 

• Eliminate wrong options to arrive at the best 

possible answer. 

• Do not spend too much time on one question! 
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PSLE PREPARATION & STRATEGIES 



Answering techniques for Structured 
Questions

• Read questions carefully and study the given diagrams, 
tables or graphs. 

• Underline key words. 

• Check mark allocation and answer to the point. 

• Write in short sentences  and clear sentences to 

express and explain your answer. Do not write 

stories. 
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PSLE PREPARATION & STRATEGIES 

• Complete homework in a timely manner. Do not leave any 

questions unattempted. 

• Create a science vocabulary bank or word wall.

• Learn and reflect from mistakes. Avoid making the same 

mistakes the next time. 

• Complete practice papers within the stipulated time. Good 

time management is important!
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PSLE PREPARATION & STRATEGIES 
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• Develop a daily revision routine. Revise Primary 3 to 6 topics. 

Use resources such as SLS, textbooks, worksheets and 

practice papers for revision.

• Reattempt questions, correct mistakes and relearn concepts. 

Do not memorise answers without understanding. 

• Use mindmaps to organise notes. Use acrostics to 

remember concepts. 

➢WOW – water, oxygen and warmth (factors need for germination)
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