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Singapore

A More students will be allowed to take up Higher Mother Tongue in secondary 1
cne from 2026

SINGAPORE: Students who do well in their Mother Tongue Language at
the Primary School Leaving Examination (PSLE) will be given the chance to study

Higher Mother Tongue at Secondary 1from 2026, regardless of their PSLE overall
score.

Currently, students must obtain either a PSLE overall score of 8 or better. They also
qualify if they get an overall score of 9 to 14 with a Mother Tongue (MTL) score of
AL1/AL2 or at least a merit in Higher Mother Tongue (HMTL).

But from 2026, they can take up Higher Mother Tongue as a subject in secondary
school as long as they obtain AL1/AL2 in their Mother Tongue at the PSLE, or a
distinction or merit in Higher Mother Tongue, said Minister for Education Chan
Chun Sing on Saturday (Sep 14).
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